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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  in  previous  war  years  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  required  that  the  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  District  shall  be  presented  in  an  abbreviated  form. 

Following  its  biennial  practice,  Measles  was  almost  totally  absent  from  the  Town 
in  the  year  and  while  there  was  some  rise  in  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  there  was 
no  approach  to  epidemic  conditions.  It  was,  however,  noted  that  the  frequency  was  much 
higher  than  in  the  neighbouring  rural  areas.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  frequency 
of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  and  there  was  a  practical  absence  of  Diphtheria  :  the  one  case 
brought  to  notice  occurring  in  an  adult.  It  is  pleasant  to  think  that  this  in  great  measure 
is  the  result  of  energies  directed  to  the  prophylaxis  and  prevention  of  this  disease  the  fruits 
of  which  efforts  are  abundantly  manifested  in  the  Immunisation  Returns  shewn  in 
Section  F.  of  this  Report.  A  rise  was  experienced  in  the  frequency  of  cases  of  Dysentery 
which  again  was  mainly  confined  to  institutions.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  cases  of 
this  complaint  are  missed  ;  being  treated  as  ordinary  diarrhoea. 

Again  the  Returns  for  Tuberculosis  show  an  increase  and,  still,  it  is  difficult 
to  assess  the  significance  of  this  with  the  movement  of  population.  It  may  be,  however, 
that  the  medical  observation  in  the  Forces  may  account  for  the  return  of  personnel  who 
perhaps  in  occupations  with  less  strain  would  have  been  able  to  continue  without  shewing 
evidence  of  this  disease. 

Vital  Statistics  shew  that  the  Birth  Rate  has  increased  over  the  rate  for  1943 
and  is  considerably  higher  than  that  of  the  Country. 

The  Death  Rate,  this  year,  falls  below  that  of  the  Country  which  itself  has 
decreased  from  1943.  The  Infantile  Mortality  shows  a  decrease  and  is  about  half  of 
that  for  England  and  Wales  and,  again,  there  have  been  no  deaths  recorded  from  Maternal 
Causes. 

The  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  are  dealt  with  in  the  relevant  sections 
of  the  Report  and  attention  is  directed  to  the  Sections  relating  to  Ambulance  Service, 
Water  Supplies  and  Housing. 

The  innovation  of  opening  the  British  Restaurant  for  teas  has  been  a  great 
convenience  and  merits  success. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes  this  opportunity  of  thanking  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  his  close  collaboration  and  support  in  the  working  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  in  the  Year  and  his  co-operation  in  the  compilation  of  this  Report. 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) . 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 


2,256  Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 
11,330  Persons  per  acre  (calculated  on  popu¬ 

lation) 

2,769 


£66,269 

£282 


population 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1943) 


according  to  Rate  Books 


POPULATION. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  the  increase  in  the  population  remains  at  a 
high  level.  The  number  of  work  people  and  families  of  members  of  H.M.  Forces  still 
are  the  predominant  cause  of  this  increase.  This  was,  however,  further  intensified  by  the 


migration  into  the  district  in  the  summer  of  numbers  of  families  who  evacuated  themselves 
as  official  evacuees  from  London  and  the  coastal  districts  when  the  flying  bombs  were  at 
their  peak.  This  strained  the  resources  of  accommodation  in  the  town  to  the  utmost 
and  it  was  only  with  considerable  difficulty  that  homes  were  found  for  those  evacuees 
who  had  not  made  private  arrangements. 

No  large  numbers  of  war-workers  have  been  required  to  be  billeted  in  this 
district  and  this  was  well  when  taking  into  consideration  the  very  heavy  strain  already 
put  upon  the  public  services  of  the  town. 

The  smaller  type  of  house  is  still  the  most  useful  and  most  used  for  lodgings 
and  the  occupants  of  this  type  of  house  have  been  the  most  willing  to  put  up  with  the 
inconveniences  inherent  in  accommodating  strangers.  The  ’  greatest  difficulty  was 
experience  in  attempting  to  find  voluntary  billets  during  the  summer  evacuation  and  this 
difficulty  was  not  unconnected  with  the  difference  between  the  Government  billeting 
allowance  and  the  lodging  money  which  could  be  obtained  from  private  persons. 

No  sanitary  or  medical  difficulties  have  arisen  directly  from  persons  living 
in  lodgings,  but  the  overcrowded  and  abnormal  domestic  conditions  cannot  but  have 
accentuated  the  already  heavy  strain  under  which  the  occupants  of  those  houses  are 
living. 

The  continued  demands  for  the  carrying  out  of  war  work  of  the  Government 
upon  the  local  population  creates  domestic  difficulties.  This  is  shown  by  the  unwilling¬ 
ness  and  inability  to  saddle  the  household  with  additional  inmates  when  the  housewife 
has  to  perform  a  dual  function,  viz.,  perform  war  work  and  look  after  the  home. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

116 

91 

207 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Totals . . 

123 

95 

218 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . 

19-2 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
(England  and  Wales) 

17-6 

Still  Births— 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals.  . 

3 

1 

4 

Deaths  from : — 


Deaths —  Males  Females  Total 


Total  Number  of  Deaths  63  51  114 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  . .  101 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  of 

England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  ii-6 


Infantile  Mortality — 

Ail  infants  per  1,000  births 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births — England 
and  Wales 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  legitimate 
births  . 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  illegitimate 
births 

Total  number  of  infant  deaths — 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


229 

46  o 

193 

. .  90  9 

Male  Female 
1  3 

x  — 


Total 


Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  18 

Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . .  . .  — 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Under  this  heading,  there  were  no  deaths. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death  : — 

Tuberculosis 

Influenza 

Cancer 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  lesions 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory  disturbances 


7  Respiratory  Diseases 
i  Nephritis 

1 8  Premature  births  and  congenital  diseases 

21  Violent  causes 

2i  Diabetes 


9 

3 

4 
6 

4 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  DISTRICT. 

AMBULANCE. 

Rarely  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  direct  criticism  to  this  service  either  in 
the  war  period  or  in  the  years  immediately  preceding  it.  The  acquisition  of  a  new 
ambulance  early  in  hostilities  ensured  that  the  demands  of  the  public  would  be  able  to  be 
met  and,  by  means  of  close  collaboration  among  the  Staff,  something  approaching  our 
aim  in  this  branch  of  transport  service,  so  vital  to  the  individual,  has  been  maintained. 
Nevertheless,  difficulties  have  been  met ;  these  chiefly  through  mechanical  faults  and  the 
lengthy  periods  involved  in  making  the  repairs.  Through  the  use  of  Civil  Defence 
Vehicles,  these  transformed  for  the  purpose,  many  of  the  calls  could  be  met  and  where 
this  failed  the  friendly  co-operation  of  Neighbouring  Authorities  made  it  possible  to  deal 
with  all  emergencies.  In  the  general  supervision  of  this  Service  over  a  wide  area  of  the 
County  it  has  seemed  that  the  maintenance  of  such  vehicles,  of  varying  quality,  by  small 
units  of  the  population  creates  a  redundancy  and  superabundance.  Economically,  it 
would  not  seem  to  be  sound  and  when  the  matter  of  servicing  and  driving  is  considered, 
efficiency  becomes  a  cardinal  issue.  The  writer  has  directed  the  attention  of  Authorities 
in  the  area  to  this  problem  in  the  hope  that  through  amalgamation  there  will  be  a  replace¬ 
ment  of  the  existing  scheme  by  an  Ambulance  Service  proper. 


HOME  VISITING. 


Nurse  Riley,  District  Health  Visitor,  reports  as  follows  : — 


Homes  visited 
Scabies 

Scabies  (visited) 
Mumps 


i»33S 

24 

42 

30 


Whooping  Cough  (visited)  . . 
Dirty  Homes 
Visits  paid  to  above 


6 

io 

21 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

SCAVENGING. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  mechanical  and  road  transport ;  the  horse  trans¬ 
port  functioning  in  places  where  the  approach  to  property  is  restricted  or  the  district 
is  adjacent  to  the  refuse  tip.  Collections  are  made  weekly  from  residential  properties, 
while  two  or  more  collections  per  week  are  made  from  business  premises,  schools  and 
canteens. 

The  existing  tip,  which  is  run  on  the  Bradford  system,  is  nearly  full,  but  the 
Council  have  two  fields  adjoining  which  were  acquired  for  the  purpose  and  will  prove 
sufficient  for  many  years. 

It  is  difficult  to  obtain  replacements  for  worn-out  dustbins,  and  inadequate  and 
dilapidated  receptacles  add  appreciably  to  the  time  taken  in  collection  and  entail  much 
trouble, 


3 


SALVAGE. 

The  salvage  scheme  is  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor.  Under  his  super¬ 
vision  the  W.V.S.  make  weekly  collections  of  cardboard  and  waste  paper  from  residential 
premises — taking  different  districts  of  the  Town  in  regular  rotation.  The  waste  food 
scheme  is  also  controlled  by  the  Surveyor  who  makes  weekly  collections.  The  food 
salvage  is  used  for  pig  feeding.  The  whole  is  operated  at  a  small  loss. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  has  under  consideration  the  Town’s  sewerage  system,  particularly 
looking  forward  to  post-war  housing  development,  and  have  instructed  their  consultant 
engineer  to  (i)  proceed  with  the  completion  of  drawings  and  estimates  for  the  relief  sewer 
and  submit  them  to  the  Ministry,  and  (2)  to  investigate  the  internal  sewerage  system  of 
the  Town  and  report  on  the  adequacy  of  the  disposal  works ;  having  also  in  mind  post-war 
housing  development. 

DISINFECTION  AND  CONTROL  OF  VERMIN. 

The  arrangements  by  which  use  is  made  of  the  steam  disinfecting  apparatus 
at  the  Public  Institution  still  operate.  This  is  available  for  the  treatment  of  articles  which 
have  been  in  contact  with  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  Scabies  and  Puerpural  Pyrexia. 

The  Salop  County  Council  have  made  themselves  responsible  for  Rat  Control 
in  the  County,  and  although  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  this  district,  chiefly  through 
lack  of  trained  staff,  it  is  hoped  that  a  commencement  will  be  made  of  the  work  in  the 
near  future. 

WATER. 

The  shortage  of  supply  continued  to  give  anxiety.  The  lack  of  adequate 
rainfall  common  over  the  Country  for  the  past  few  years  resulted  in  a  scarcity  which  made 
supply  from  the  Wrekin  Reservoir,  dependent  as  it  is  on  surface  water  from  the  Wrekin 
Gathering  Ground,  almost  negligible.  This  threw  an  extra  burden  on  the  Woodfield  and 
Slang  Lane  Boreholes  which  burden  was  not  lessened  by  mechanical  trouble  to  the  plants 
at  these  works  and  by  a  leakage  in  the  service  reservoir  at  the  Wrekin  Works  and  in  the 
small  open  reservoir.  Associated  with  the  above  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  con¬ 
sumption  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  due,  chiefly,  to  the  large  demand  of  industrial 
concerns  occupied  on  war  work.  Since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  the  weekly  average 
consumption  has  risen  from  435,000  gallons,  December  1939,  to  546,000  gallons  in 
December  1944. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report,  the  Council  are  greatly  concerned  about 
this  matter  and  have  taken  action  to  meet  the  position.  In  furtherance  of  this  the  9-inch 
main  from  the  cross  roads  at  Admaston  to  Slang  Lane  Pumping  Station  has  been  com¬ 
pleted,  and  a  10-inch  main  (to  take  water  from  the  R.D.C.  supply  at  Lilleshall)  to  connect 
with  the  Council’s  main  at  Hadley  is  in  process  of  completion. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  change  over  from  the  oil-driven  engines  at  Wood- 
field  Pumping  Station  to  electric  power,  and  the  electrification  of  the  plant  has  been 
completed. 

The  quality  of  the  Town’s  water  supply  has  been  uniformly  good  throughout 
the  year.  Chlorination  of  the  water  supply  has  continued  in  accordance  with  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Health’s  instructions.  Samples  of  water,  before  chlorination,  have  been  frequently 
taken  from  the  two  water  undertakings  and  although  adverse  reports  were  obtained  from 
the  Woodfield  Pumping  Station  during  the  change  over  to  electrification  of  one  plant,  the 
matter  adjusted  itself  and  good  analyses  were  eventually  obtained  and  have  since  been 
maintained. 


There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  houses,  approximately  seven  per  cent., 
which  are  supplied  by  stand-pipe  installations. 

BATHS. 

There  are  two  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  the  district  and  these  have  been 
inspected  and  samples  of  the  water  taken  for  analysis.  The  water  in  the  Council’s 
swimming  bath  was  found  to  be  impure  and  it  was  necessary  to  prematurely  close  the 
bath  to  the  public.  This  impurity  was  due  to  the  low  level  of  the  water  in  an  unfiltered 
reservoir  which  supplied  the  baths  coupled  with  the  difficulty  of  the  town  water  being  in 
short  supply. 

The  slipper  baths  at  the  Council’s  Public  Baths  continued  to  be  made  full  use 
of  throughout  the  year. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  further  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  acquisition  of  sites 
for  permanent  houses.  It  was  necessary  in  one  instance  to  invoke  the  compulsory 
purchase  powers  under  the  Housing  Act  and  subsequent  upon  a  public  inquiry  the 
Minister  granted  an  Order  to  the  Council. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Plealth  the  first  year’s  housing  programme 
was  reduced  from  500  to  300  houses. 

Although  generally  favouring  the  provision  of  permanent  houses  rather  than 
considering  any  large  number  of  temporary  houses,  the  Council  have  taken  steps 
with  the  view  to  providing  50  prefabricated  houses.  A  preliminary  survey  was  made  to 
ascertain  what  sites  are  available  for  these  houses. 

In  view  of  the  acute  housing  shortage  the  Council  considered  the  licensing  of 
unoccupied  houses  in  clearance  areas  for  re-habitation  as  a  war-time  measure  but  after 
careful  consideration  decided  not  to  proceed  further  in  the  matter. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  completed  his  preliminary  survey  of  working  class 
houses  in  the  district  and  laid  before  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee  a 
comprehensive  report  giving  full  particulars  of  the  standards  of  the  houses,  their  grouping 
from  unfit  to  good,  and  the  amenities  provided.  This  report  will  provide  the  basis  for 
post-war  housing  development  in  so  far  as  the  matter  concerns  houses  to  be  demolished, 
redundant  houses  (ill-planned  and  not,  apparently,  easy  to  re-condition),  and  houses  to 
be  brought  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness.  A  map  of  the  district  was  also  pre¬ 
pared  showing  in  different  coloured  inks,  the  position  in  the  district  of  the  various 
categories  of  houses.  This  map  should  be  useful  in  considering  such  post-war  develop¬ 
ments  as  road  widening,  provision  of  public  buildings  and  open  spaces  and  the  like. 

The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee  continued  to  keep  a  lively  interest 
in  new  ideas  relating  to  housing,  and  the  Ministry  of  Works  Demonstration  Houses  at 
Northolt  were  visited.  Factory  made  houses,  and  exhibitions  of  equipment  were  also 
inspected. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  laid  before  the  Council  a  system  he  had  devised  for  the 
allocation  of  Council  Houses  by  a  “unit”  system.  The  various  claims  of  applicants  for 
Council  houses  were  given  a  number  of  units  according  to  the  importance  of  the  claims 
and  the  total  number  of  units  so  obtained  for  each  applicant  denoted  the  priority  of  the 
case  as  a  guide  for  the  Committee  in  selecting  prospective  tenants.  The  scheme  in 
addition  to  aiming  at  an  approximate  valuation  of  each  case  gave  a  common  factor  for  all 
cases. 


A  number  of  small  housing  repairs  have  been  effected  during  the  year  but  only 
with  greatdifficulty.  The  extreme  scarcity  of  labour  and  material  to  do  essential  repairs, 
and  the  continued  deterioration  of  working  class  property  still  gives  anxiety  to  the  Council 
and  Officials  concerned.  This  lack  of  maintenance  is  bound  to  create  a  down-grading  of 
houses  in  the  categories  shown  in  the  preliminary  housing  survey. 

Visits  to  Council  houses  on  the  matters  of  cleanliness,  overcrowding  and  repairs 
was  somewhat  restricted  due  to  lack  of  staff  and  to  the  fact  that  the  general  activities  of 
the  Department  were  restricted  by  having  to  deal  with  billeting  problems  during  the 
summer. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  district  continues  to  be  served  by  the  Central  Abattoir  at  Shrewsbury 
with  rationed  meat.  This  system  would  seem  to  have  given  general  satisfaction  in  its 
service.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  provision  for  local  slaughtering  and  the 
slaughter-houses  in  the  Area  are  under  the  control  and  close  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  renders  detailed  reports  at  frequent  intervals. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  the 


year  : — 

Animals  slaughtered.  Animals  Inspected. 

29  Beasts.  7  Calves.  24  Sheep.  4,431  Pigs.  28  Beasts.  7  Calves.  24  Sheep.  4,243  Pigs. 

Approximate  Weights  in  Lbs.  of  Diseased,  Unsound  and  Unfit  Meat  found  in  Animals  Inspected 

Casualty 

Ordinary 

Carcases  and  Offals 

Carcases  and  Offals 

Totals 

Beef 

7,222 

.  . 

— 

.  . 

7,222 

Veal 

108 

. .  — 

.  . 

108 

Mutton 

429 

— 

429 

Pork 

210 

13,241  . . 

13,451 

7,969 

13,241 

21,210 

English  Meat  Destroyed. 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

Casualty 

3 

11 

0 

17 

Ordinary 

5 

18 

0 

25 

9 

9 

I 

14 

Particulars  of  Diseased  Conditions 

Found.- 

—Tuberculosis, 

localised 

and  generalised,  and  other 

Generalised  Conditions. 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

Tuberculosis — localised  . . 

3 

— 

— 

830 

833 

Tuberculosis — generalised 

3 

— 

— 

3 

6 

(Edema  . 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Hydremia  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas . 

Accidents,  defective  bleeding. 

' 

“ 

2 

2 

degeneration,  etc. 

5 

1 

8 

2 

16 

11 

2 

11 

8 

32 

There  is  an  increase  in  die  number  of  pigs  slaughtered 

as  compared  with  1943,  but  there  is  a  con- 

siderable  decrease  in  the  number  of  other  animals  slaughtered. 

The  total 

amount  of  meat  condemned  as 

unfit  for  human  consumption  is  less  than  that  for  the  year  1943. 

The  percentage  of  pigs  affected  with  tuber- 

culosis  in  some  degree  remains  high. 

T  he  following  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  during  1944  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


Tinned  Food. 


Meat 

192  tins 

Fish 

78  tins 

Fruit  . . 

.  . 

25  „ 

Vegetables 

45  » 

Milk 

Paste  . . 

.  . 

96  „ 

3  jars 

Jam . 

34  jars 

Bacon,  etc. 

Bacon 

.  . 

293  lbs. 

Sausage 

967  lbs. 

Liver 

424  » 

Steak  pies 

576 

Fish. 

Wet  Fish 

1,462  lbs. 

Kippers 

126  lbs. 

Vegetables. 

Cabbage 

.  . 

5,492  lbs. 

Swedes 

216  lbs. 

Parsnips 

.  . 

70  ,, 

Carrots 

46  » 

Potatoes 

1,008  „ 

Split  Peas 

99  » 

Fruit. 

Plums 

Oranges 

1 12  lbs. 

1,098  „ 

Apples 

322  lbs. 

Miscellaneous. 

Swiss  Rolls 

50 

Fruit  Pies 

7i 

Cake 

24  lbs. 

Chocolate 

33  bars 

Sugar 

22  „ 

Eggs 

98 

Oatmeal 

14  „ 

All  Bran 

2  pkts 

Whcatflakes 

1  pkt. 

Allenbury’s  Cereal 

24  „ 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  foodstuffs  has  been  dealt  with 
and  it  will  be  obvious  that  the  work  entailed  in  examination,  checking  and  issuing  of 
certificates,  etc.,  is  considerable.  Apart  from  foodstuffs  from  retail  shops  dealt  with  in 
small  quantities  over  the  twelve  months,  various  tinned  and  other  foodstuffs  have  been 
handled  from  Food  Buffer  Depots  and  the  local  N.A.A.F.I.  Not  all  these  foodstuffs 
have  been  destroyed,  but,  in  some  cases,  arrangements  have  been  made,  through  the 
Salvage  Officer,  Ministry  of  Food,  Birmingham,  for  reconstituting  or  utilising  the  food  for 
various  purposes  so  that  as  little  should  be  wasted  as  possible. 

I  should  like  to  acknowledge  the  willing  help  which  has  been  received  from  the 
Surveyor’s  Department  in  the  matter  of  collecting  the  condemned  food  from  the 
N.A.A.F.I.  and  other  sundry  establishments  and  in  the  destroying  of  the  food  where 
necessary. 

MILK. 

During  the  year  several  complaints  were  received  relating  to  the  keeping 
qualities  of  milk  and  to  the  condition  of  the  bottles. 

Milk  bottles  have  been  in  very  short  supply  and  there  is  therefore  a  tendency  of 
bottlers  of  milk  to  use  bottles  which  would  otherwise  be  discarded.  Some  of  the  bottles 
are  chipped  at  the  opening  and  unless  such  bottles  are  scrupulously  clean  there  is  a 
danger  of  organisms  entering  the  bottle  with  the  milk  which  will  adversely  affect  its 
keeping  qualities. 

Complaints  were  received  of  bottles  affected  with  “  yellow  spot,”  a  bacterial 
condition  showing  as  a  yellow  stain  on  the  inside  of  the  bottle.  This  organism  is  difficult 
to  deal  with  as  it  is  fairly  resistant  to  detergent  and  temperature.  The  advice  of  the 
bacteriologist  of  the  Harper  Adams  College  was  sought  in  this  case  and  it  is  hoped  that 
on  the  action  they  advised  this  complaint  can  be  eradicated. 
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The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  Producers  and  Retailers  of  Milk  who 
hold  Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  : — 

Tuberculin 

^Tested  Accredited  Pasteurised 

Establishments  of  Producers  and  Bottlers  —  —  — 

Establishments  of  Producers  only  ......  *i  —  — 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  milk  from  shops  or 
other  establishments  outside  the  area  of  the 

Licensing  Authority .  I  —  I 

N.B. — ^Discontinued  in  October  1944 


BRITISH  RESTAURANT. 

This  centre  has  continued  to  be  a  success  and  is  financially  sound. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  meals  served  was  91,814  ;  these  included  3,192 
carry-out  meals  and  8,414  children’s  meals. 

The  restaurant  was  opened  for  light  teas  in  July  1944  and  in  the  winter  months 
hot  dishes  were  included  in  the  menu.  This  service  increased  in  popularity  during  the 
year,  and  it  was  not  uncommon  to  serve  a  hundred  tea-meals  in  one  evening. 

Just  prior  to  the  year  end,  a  system  of  priority  tickets  was  introduced  for  all 
workers  with  an  hour  and  less  for  lunch. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  inspected  and  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  enforced.  Difficulties  were  encountered  in  getting  work  done  due,  chiefly,  to  the 
scarcity  of  labour.  No  adjustments  of  Certificates  for  means  of  escape  from  fire  were 
found  to  be  required. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of  Deaths  : — 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

1943 

1944 

1943 

1944 

Measles 

221 

4 

— 

Dysentery 

13 

36 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

12 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

6 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

5i 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

5 

— 

Diphtheria 

6 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

3 

— 

Pneumonia 

25 

13 

* — 

a 


Incidence  of  Disease  in  Various  Age  Groups. 


Years 

Diphtheria 
Male  Female 

Measles 

Male  Female 

Whooping  Cough 
Male  Female 

Scarlet 

Male 

Fever 

Female 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

7 

10 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

5 

1 

2 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

10 

1 

2 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

15 

— 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Years 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

| 

Erysipelas 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0 

— 

r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

33 

— 

— 

— 

15 

4 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

45 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  bi-annual  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
ending  December  31st,  1944  was  as  follows  : — 

Age  under  5  years  5  years  and  over 
but  over  1  year  but  under  15  yrs. 


Number  of  Children  (including  temporary  resi¬ 
dents)  who  completed  the  full  course  of  immuni¬ 
sation  between  1st  January  and  31st  December, 


the  period 
Total 


1944  . 

Approximate  estimated  number  of  children  in 
Authority’s  area  at  31st  December,  1944 
Percentage  of  child  population  considered  to  be 
immunised  at  31st  December,  1944 


133 

15 

148 

734 

1,834 

2,568 

51-23% 

91-71% 

79-7% 

SCABIES. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  cases  treated  at  the  Newport  Centre  : — 

No.  of  Out-patients  treated  -  -  21 

No.  of  In-patients  treated  -  -  -  10 

No.  of  Treatments  carried  out  in 

respect  of  the  above  cases  -  -  91 

The  treatment  centre  at  Newport  was  again  found  to  be  most  useful  and  con¬ 
venient  and  the  fullest  use  was  made  of  the  facilities  offered. 

9 


A  few  cases,  in  addition  to  the  above,  were  treated  at  home  by  the  staff  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  register  at  December  31st,  1944,  and  the 
comparative  number  for  1942  and  1943  are  as  follows  : — 


1944  . . 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

50 

40 

37 

57 

184 

1943  • • 

45 

38 

29 

57 

169 

1942  . . 

44 

29 

35 

54 

162 

New  Cases  : 

I 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

21 

1 

6 

27 

Death  Rates  : 

Wellington 

Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  T.B.  per  1,000  population  . .  -35 
Death  rate  from  Non-pulmonary  T.B.  per  1,000  population  -26 


England  and  Wales 
•50  (1943) 

•11 


Total  death  rate  (all  forms) 

(N.B. — *  indicates  provisional  figures). 


'61 


•61 


New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1944. 


Age 

Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male  1  Female 

1 

0—  5  .. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5—15  •• 

— 

— 

I 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

rs 

1 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  •• 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  •• 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  •• 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

65—  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Totals  . . 

11 

10 

2 

4 

4 

— 

I 

2 

10 


CANCER. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1944  was  10  males  and  8  females. 
Total  18. 


Death  Rate  per  1 ,000,000  living 


Wellington 

1597 


England  and  Wales 
1723  (1943) 


July  1 6th,  1945. 


W.  A.  M.  Stewart, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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